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At this point in time we are all aware that there is a sustained and
drastic clearance of tropical rainforests and that this is having
enormous impact on the world around us especially in relation to
Climate Change. Such impacts include changes in the ocean
levels, reduction in land mass and alterations to weather patterns.
Tropical trees are felled for a number of reasons. Firstly, the
timber itself may be used in house building, wood products such
as disposable chopsticks, wooden toys as well as the production
of pulp, paper and other products that are not necessarily
comprised of exotic or high quality trees.

In Indonesia, there has been a 7—fold increase in the production
capacity for wood-pulp and paper since the late 1980s. Even if
there was a willingness to follow sustainable forest management
practices, this would be difficult to achieve due to scale of illegal
logging. In fact, the majority of the world’s wood production is
achieved by illegal logging and land clearance. To put a figure on
it, 73% of Indonesia’s log production is considered to be illegal.
This makes the notion of nature reserves or conservation areas
practically meaningless and inoperable. Burning of formerly rich
rainforests has become so intense that in some parts of Indonesia
and Malaysia scuba divers have abandoned the seas because the
light intensity is so reduced as to render diving an act of swimming
in the dark even in the middle of the day.

Once an area is logged, there is no question of the land being
allowed to regenerate. Instead, it becomes a site for future
planting of crops (palm nut, coffee etc.) or for grazing cattle for
beef. The felling may often associated with intentional burning.
Fires in rainforests are extremely rare in nature and biodiversity is
greatly reduced when manmade fires occur. Fire has such a long-
lasting impact that it may take thousands of years for a forest to
return to its original state. Accidental fires are also a consequence
of human activities in rainforests (the catalogue of fires across
America, Australia and Europe as a result of arsonists, campfires

7 : Myotis daubentonii" '}l and smoking every summer attest to this).
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Asia is by no means alone in facing the scourge of illegal logging
and vegetation destruction. Brazil has long been highlighted for
such activities. Also in Africa, this is a major problem for the
survival of the continent’s native flora and fauna. For example, in
Kenya, 55% of all Important Bird Areas (IBAs) highlighted illegal
selective logging and vegetation destruction as widespread
serious threats. Tree logging, pole-cutting and firewood collection
were all listed as threats. Where there is well-managed selective
logging, biodiversity is not as ravaged but it is nonetheless
reduced. Forest-dependent bird species are reduced in diversity,
and their abundance is lessened by up to 30%. Species adapted
to open or degraded habitats and farmland successfully colonise
the logged forest while the forest-dependent species become rare.

The link between bats and trees cannot be over-stated. All of

Ireland’s bats are dependent on woodlands, hedgerows and

forestry. All of our bat species have been found to roost in trees.

Even bats associated with caves and bridges such as the

|| Daubenton’s bat roost in trees during the summer period and

g C maternity roosts are often associated with oak, beech and ash
' trees.




Bats not only avail of trees as insect feeding sites or homes in
Europe but they feed on the nectar and fruit of diverse tropical trees.
This includes: Banana, Passionfruit, Papaya, Mango, Agave,
Avocado, Carob, Cashew, Fig, Durian, Baobab, Balsa, Mahogany,
Mangrove trees, Chicle, Lychee and Iroko, to name but a few.

The straw coloured flying fox is a long distance migrating fruit bat
species in Africa that can travel up 1,600 kilometres from west to
central Africa and is associated with the Iroko tree. Bats disperse
seeds throughout the forest including within cleared and burnt lands
that were formerly afforested. The seedling of this plant is strong and
given no further disturbance to the area, the trees would regenerate
an area. It has been calculated that a colony of 400,000 straw-
coloured flying foxes in Ghana would pepper hundreds of square
miles, perhaps thousands, with more than 300,000,000 seeds during
one night. In Central America, at least five species of bat are known
to pollinate the flowers of the balsa tree; a tree that has huge
economic benefit: the Pale spear-nosed bat, Pallas's spear-nosed
bat, the Jamaican fruit bat, big fruit bat (Artibeus literatus shown in
the photo) and Seba's short-tailed bat (a species that can be seen in
Dublin Zoo).

Bats in trees and other plants face the risk of injury or death during
the felling procedure and this is an issue that has been taken
seriously throughout the European Union. In south China, bat
species such as the bamboo bat (Tylonycteris pachypus a 2 gram
bumblebee sized bat and T. robustula) are placed at risk when
bamboo is felled to be used to pack sugar cane.

Sourcing ethically harvested timber is an important practice for all
socially conscious consumers. For Tom Roche of ‘Just Forests’, an
Irish forest conservation organisation, the effort to fight illegal
logging has often linked the rainforests of Indonesian Papua New
Guinea with building material in Ireland. Just Forests point out that
the world has lost about 1.3 million square kilometres of forest,
almost 100,000 square kilometres each year since 1990. The losses
have been greatest in the great tropical forests of Sub-Saharan
Africa and Latin America and the Caribbean. Just Forests considers
that: “lllegal-logging contributes to habitat destruction, biodiversity
decline and resulting poverty for millions of people in developing
economies”. Just Forests takes a livelihood approach to help combat
illegal-logging. It promotes responsible forest management and
ethical timber purchasing that tackles problems in a holistic manner,
providing solutions that simultaneously have a beneficial effect on
human development, livelihood security, wildlife/ecosystem
conservation and environmental protection. “

For perspective, every second, an area of rainforest the size of
Croke Park football field is felled. That accumulates to 86,400
pitches of rainforest per day, or over 31 million pitches of rainforest
is lost every year. Things that we can all do include querying the
source of timber in any furniture or timber we purchase, avoid the
purchase of products such as palm oil from unethical sources and
choose ethically sourced products.

The responsibility and the solution lie with us.

A gentle reminder: please return your All Ireland Daubenton’s Bat
Waterway Survey Forms and BATLAS 2010 Survey Forms as soon as
possible. All results need to be logged by the beginning of December
2009 for analysis. Thank you.

Artibeus literatus" <

Tylonycteris
robustula" < 2002 (photograph by
Mariano Ray Duya
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White-Nose  Syndrome  was
named for the white fungus
around the muzzles, ears, and
wing membranes of affected
bats. Photo: Meteyer et al. July
2009 [In Press]. JVDI Vol 21
No. 4.

TTROOF b 3 A3

=(N?
WY 3 7 ViR
-4

@ !
F 2
W T h 3 g

lhg 6
F5 Bat Conservation

Trust ! !
A

A I I 0
=% P/ OA O
0 It




